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Starting at the turn of the century, most African American midwives in the South were gradually excluded
from reproductive health care. Gertrude Fraser shows how physicians, public health personnel, and state
legislators mounted a campaign ostensibly to improve maternal and infant health, especially in rural areas.
They brought traditional midwives under the control of a supervisory body, and eventually eliminated them.
In the writings and programs produced by these physicians and public health officials, Fraser finds a universe
of ideas about race, gender, the relationship of medicine to society, and the status of the South in the national
political and social economies.

Fraser also studies this experience through dialogues of memory. She interviews members of a rural Virginia
African American community that included not just retired midwives and their descendants, but anyone who
lived through this transformation in medical care--especially the women who gave birth at home attended by
a midwife. She compares these narrations to those in contemporary medical journals and public health
materials, discovering contradictions and ambivalence: was the midwife a figure of shame or pride? How did
one distance oneself from what was now considered "superstitious" or "backward" and at the same time
acknowledge and show pride in the former unquestioned authority of these beliefs and practices?

In an important contribution to African American studies and anthropology, African American Midwifery in
the South brings new voices to the discourse on the hidden world of midwives and birthing.
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From reader reviews:

Sophia Morrison:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
African American Midwifery in the South, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Michael Mitchell:

Precisely why? Because this African American Midwifery in the South is an unordinary book that the inside
of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Richard Strohm:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
African American Midwifery in the South your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single
word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
just before. The African American Midwifery in the South giving you one more experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

John Johnson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. African American Midwifery in the South can be your answer
given it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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