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Concepts lie at the core of social science theory and methodology. They provide substance to theories; they
form the basis of measurement; they influence the selection of cases. Social Science Concepts: A Users
Guide explores alternative means of concept construction and their impact on the role of concepts in
measurement, case selection, and theories.

While there exists a plethora of books on measurement, scaling, and the like, there are virtually no books
devoted to the construction and analysis of concepts and their role in the research enterprise. Social Science
Concepts: A Users Guide provides detailed and practical advice on the construction and use of social science
concepts; a Web site provides classroom exercises.

It uses a wide range of examples from political science and sociology such as revolution, welfare state,
international disputes and war, and democracy to illustrate the theoretical and practical issues of concept
construction and use. It explores the means of constructing complex, multilevel, and multidimensional
concepts. In particular, it examines the classic necessary and sufficient condition approach to concept
building and contrasts it with the family resemblance approach. The consequences of valid concept
construction are explored in both qualitative and quantitative analyses.

Social Science Concepts: A Users Guide will prove an indispensable guide for graduate students and scholars
in the social sciences. More broadly, it will appeal to scholars in any field who wish to think more carefully
about the concepts used to create theories and research designs.

For Course Use:

Social Science Concepts: A Users Guide has been written with classroom use in mind. Many of the chapters
have been successfully taught at the Annual Training Institute on Qualitative Research Methods which is
sponsored by the Consortium on Qualitative Research Methods. Feedback from those experiences has been
incorporated into the text. Each chapter provides useful, practical, and detailed advice on how to construct,
evaluate, and use concepts. To make the volume more useful, an extensive set of classroom exercises is
available from the author's Web page at http://www.u.arizona.edu/~ggoertz/social_science_concepts.html.
These include questions about prominent published work on concepts, measures, and case selection; in
addition there are logic exercises and questions regarding large-N applications.
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From reader reviews:

Yasmin Parker:

The book Social Science Concepts can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Social Science Concepts? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Social Science Concepts has simple shape but you know:
it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Lou Marshall:

Here thing why this particular Social Science Concepts are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or
not. Social Science Concepts giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no book that similar with Social Science Concepts. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly
can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Social Science Concepts in e-book can be your substitute.

James Voyles:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the park. They
actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the publication untitled Social Science Concepts can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.

Clara Duke:

You could spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Social Science Concepts is simple
bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it.
You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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