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Lying appears to be ubiquitous, what Franz Kafka called "a universal principle”; yet, despite a number of
recent books on the subject, it has been given comparatively little genuinely systematic attention by
philosophers, social scientists, or even literary theorists. In The Habit of Lying John Vignaux Smyth
examines three forms of falsification—lying, concealment, and fiction—and makes a strong critique of
traditional approaches to each of them, and, above all, to the relations among them.
With recourse to Rene Girard, Paul de Man, Theodor Adorno, Leo Strauss, and other theoreticians not
usually considered together, Smyth arrives at some surprising conclusions about the connections between
lying, mimesis, sacrifice, sadomasochism, and the sacred, among other central subjects. Arguing that the
relation between lying and truthtelling has been characterized in the West by sharply sacrificial features, he
begins with a critique of the philosophies of lying espoused by Kant and Sissela Bok, then concludes that the
problem of truth and lies leads to the further problem of the relation between law and arbitrariness as well as
to the relation between rationality and unanimity. Constructively criticizing the work of such philosophers as
Bertrand Russell, Ludwig Wittgenstein, Richard Rorty, and Nelson Goodman, Smyth shows how these
problems occur comparably in fiction theory and how Paul de Man’s definition of fiction as arbitrariness
finds confirmation in analytic philosophy. Through the novels of Defoe, Stendhal, and Beckett—with topics
ranging from Defoe’s treatment of lies, fiction, and obscenity to Beckett’s treatment of the anus and the
sacred—Smyth demonstrates how these texts generalize the issues of mendacity, concealment, and sacrificial
arbitrariness in Girard’s sense to almost every aspect of experience, fiction theory, and cultural life. The final
section of the book, taking its cue from Shakespeare, elaborates a sacrificial view of the history of fashion
and dress concealment.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Habit of Lying: Sacrificial
Studies in Literature, Philosophy, and Fashion Theory is simple to create you can read it in the playground,
in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Rosa Nguyen:

This The Habit of Lying: Sacrificial Studies in Literature, Philosophy, and Fashion Theory is brand new way
for you who has fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this The Habit of Lying: Sacrificial Studies in Literature, Philosophy, and Fashion Theory can be the
light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone.
These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't
any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Shellie Toy:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By the book The Habit of Lying: Sacrificial Studies in Literature, Philosophy, and Fashion Theory we can
acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book.
Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
time book The Habit of Lying: Sacrificial Studies in Literature, Philosophy, and Fashion Theory. You can
more pleasing than now.

Jean McCallum:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available
for you. From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the The Habit of Lying: Sacrificial Studies in Literature, Philosophy, and
Fashion Theory when you required it?
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