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Fiction or philosophy, profound knowledge or shocking heresy? When Vestiges of the Natural History of
Creation was published anonymously in 1844, it sparked one of the greatest sensations of the Victorian era.
More than a hundred thousand readers were spellbound by its startling vision—an account of the world that
extended from the formation of the solar system to the spiritual destiny of humanity. As gripping as a
popular novel, Vestiges combined all the current scientific theories in fields ranging from astronomy and
geology to psychology and economics. The book was banned, it was damned, it was hailed as the gospel for
a new age. This is where our own public controversies about evolution began.

In a pioneering cultural history, James A. Secord uses the story of Vestiges to create a panoramic portrait of
life in the early industrial era from the perspective of its readers. We join apprentices in a factory town as
they debate the consequences of an evolutionary ancestry. We listen as Prince Albert reads aloud to Queen
Victoria from a book that preachers denounced as blasphemy vomited from the mouth of Satan. And we
watch as Charles Darwin turns its pages in the flea-ridden British Museum library, fearful for the fate of his
own unpublished theory of evolution. Using secret letters, Secord reveals how Vestiges was written and how
the anonymity of its author was maintained for forty years. He also takes us behind the scenes to a bustling
world of publishers, printers, and booksellers to show how the furor over the book reflected the emerging
industrial economy of print.

Beautifully written and based on painstaking research, Victorian Sensation offers a new approach to literary
history, the history of reading, and the history of science. Profusely illustrated and full of fascinating stories,
it is the most comprehensive account of the making and reception of a book (other than the Bible) ever
attempted.

 

Winner of the 2002 Pfizer Award from the History of Science Society
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From reader reviews:

Earline Martin:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important normally. The book Victorian Sensation: The
Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret Authorship of Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation
ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
is rather advantages for you. The publication Victorian Sensation: The Extraordinary Publication, Reception,
and Secret Authorship of Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Victorian Sensation: The
Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret Authorship of Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation.
You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

William Stewart:

The ability that you get from Victorian Sensation: The Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret
Authorship of Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation is the more deep you looking the information that
hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know
but Victorian Sensation: The Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret Authorship of Vestiges of the
Natural History of Creation giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having
this Victorian Sensation: The Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret Authorship of Vestiges of the
Natural History of Creation instantly.

Amado Elam:

This Victorian Sensation: The Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret Authorship of Vestiges of
the Natural History of Creation tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why.
The reason why of this Victorian Sensation: The Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret
Authorship of Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation can be one of many great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that
possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Victorian Sensation: The
Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret Authorship of Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation
giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.



Valery Carpenter:

This Victorian Sensation: The Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret Authorship of Vestiges of
the Natural History of Creation is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Victorian Sensation: The
Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret Authorship of Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation
can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone.
These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along
with knowledge.
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