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Early modern bodies, particularly menstruating and pregnant bodies, were not stable signifiers. Menstruation
and Procreation in Early Modern France presents the first full-length discussion of menstruation and its
uncertain connections with embodied sex, gender and reproduction in early modern France. Attitudes to
menstruation are explored in three inter-linked arenas: medicine, moral theology and law across the sixteenth
to the eighteenth centuries. Drawing on a wide range of diverse sources, including court records and private
documents, the author uses case studies to explore the relationship between the exceptional corporeality of
individuals and attempts to construct menstrual norms, reflecting on how early modern individuals, lay or
otherwise, grappled with the enigma of menstruation. She analyzes how early modern men and women
accounted for the function, recurrence and appearance of menstruation, from its role in maintaining health to
the link between other physiological and bodily processes, including those found in both male and female
bodies. She questions the assumption that menstruation was exclusively associated with women by the
second half of the eighteenth century, arguing that whilst sex-related, menstruation was not sex-specific even
at the turn of the nineteenth. Menstruation remains a contentious topic today. This book is not, therefore,
simply a study of periods in early modern France, but is also of necessity an exploration about the nature and
constitution of historical evidence, particularly bodily evidence and how historians use this evidence. It
raises important questions about the concept of certainty and about the value of observation, testimony,
expertise, the nature of language and the construction of bodily truths - about the body as witness and the
body as evidence.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Hanks:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Menstruation and Procreation in Early Modern France (Women and Gender
in the Early Modern World) as your daily resource information.

Wanda Davis:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name
Menstruation and Procreation in Early Modern France (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World)
suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled
Menstruation and Procreation in Early Modern France (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World)is
the main of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this
publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world on this book.

Stephen Porter:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they
write about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One
of them is this Menstruation and Procreation in Early Modern France (Women and Gender in the Early
Modern World).

Ruth Zimmer:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Menstruation and Procreation in
Early Modern France (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) that give your fun preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for



people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success
person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Menstruation and
Procreation in Early Modern France (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World) become your personal
starter.
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