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For eight years the president of the United States was a born-again Christian, backed by well-organized
evangelicals who often seemed intent on erasing the church-state divide. In Europe, the increasing number of
radicalized Muslims is creating widespread fear that Islam is undermining Western-style liberal democracy.
And even in polytheistic Asia, the development of democracy has been hindered in some countries,
particularly China, by a long history in which religion was tightly linked to the state.

Ian Buruma is the first writer to provide a sharp-eyed look at the tensions between religion and politics on
three continents. Drawing on many contemporary and historical examples, he argues that the violent passions
inspired by religion must be tamed in order to make democracy work.

Comparing the United States and Europe, Buruma asks why so many Americans--and so few Europeans--see
religion as a help to democracy. Turning to China and Japan, he disputes the notion that only monotheistic
religions pose problems for secular politics. Finally, he reconsiders the story of radical Islam in
contemporary Europe, from the case of Salman Rushdie to the murder of Theo van Gogh. Sparing no one,
Buruma exposes the follies of the current culture war between defenders of "Western values" and
"multiculturalists," and explains that the creation of a democratic European Islam is not only possible, but
necessary.

Presenting a challenge to dogmatic believers and dogmatic secularists alike, Taming the Gods powerfully
argues that religion and democracy can be compatible--but only if religious and secular authorities are kept
firmly apart.
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From reader reviews:

Fatima Leonard:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Taming the Gods: Religion and Democracy on Three Continents book is
readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer of Taming the Gods: Religion and Democracy on Three Continents content conveys the
thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Taming the Gods: Religion and Democracy
on Three Continents is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Henry Perry:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Taming the Gods: Religion and Democracy on Three Continents, you can tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
publication.

James Fox:

The book with title Taming the Gods: Religion and Democracy on Three Continents has a lot of information
that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how
the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Staci Luton:

You could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Taming the Gods: Religion and Democracy
on Three Continents is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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