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Few buildings have played so central a role in Spain’s history as the monastery-palace of San Lorenzo del
Escorial. Colossal in size and imposing—even forbidding—in appearance, the Escorial has invited and
defied description for four centuries. Part palace, part monastery, part mausoleum, it has also served as a
shrine, a school, a repository for thousands of relics, and one of the greatest libraries of its time. Constructed
over the course of more than twenty years, the Escorial challenged and provoked, becoming for some a
symbol of superstition and oppression, for others a “wonder of the world.” Now a World Heritage Site, it is
visited by thousands of travelers every year.

In this intriguing study, Henry Kamen looks at the circumstances that brought the young Philip II to
commission construction of the Escorial in 1563. He explores Philip’s motivation, the influence of his
travels, the meaning of the design, and its place in Spanish culture. It represents a highly engaging narrative
of the high point of Spanish imperial dominance, in which contemporary preoccupations with art, religion,
and power are analyzed in the context of this remarkable building.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Hill:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question since
just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Escorial: Art and Power in the Renaissance
to read.

Arthur Daniel:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what
kind of activity do you possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time,
often the book you have read is definitely The Escorial: Art and Power in the Renaissance.

Paula Lauria:

This The Escorial: Art and Power in the Renaissance is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know
or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Escorial: Art and Power in the Renaissance
can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books build itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the
e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is
the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as
well as knowledge.

Marge Lee:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Escorial: Art and Power in the
Renaissance.
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