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It was a technological crisis in an alien realm: a blown-out oil well in mile-deep water in the Gulf of Mexico.
For the engineers who had to kill the well, this was like Apollo 13, a crisis no one saw coming, and one of
untold danger and challenge.

A suspense story, a mystery, a technological thriller: This is Joel Achenbach’s groundbreaking account of the
Deepwater Horizon disaster and what came after. The tragic explosion on the huge drilling rig in April 2010
killed eleven men and triggered an environmental disaster. As a gusher of crude surged into the Gulf’s
waters, BP engineers and government scientists—awkwardly teamed in Houston—raced to devise ways to
plug the Macondo well.

Achenbach, a veteran reporter for The Washington Post and acclaimed science writer for National
Geographic, moves beyond the blame game to tell the gripping story of what it was like, behind the scenes,
moment by moment, in the struggle to kill Macondo. Here are the controversies, the miscalculations, the
frustrations, and ultimately the technical triumphs of men and women who worked out of sight and around
the clock for months to find a way to plug the well.

The Deepwater Horizon disaster was an environmental 9/11. The government did not have the means to
solve the problem; only the private sector had the tools, and it didn’t have the right ones as the country
became haunted by Macondo’s black plume, which was omnipresent on TV and the Internet. Remotely
operated vehicles, the spaceships of the deep, had to perform the challenging technical ma-neuvers on the
seafloor. Engineers choreographed this robotic ballet and crammed years of innovation into a single summer.
As he describes the drama in Houston, Achenbach probes the government investigation into what went
wrong in the deep sea. This was a confounding mystery, an engineering whodunit. The lessons of this
tragedy can be applied broadly to all complex enterprises and should make us look more closely at the highly
engineered society that surrounds us.

Achenbach has written a cautionary tale that doubles as a technological thriller.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Reeves:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This A Hole at the Bottom of the Sea: The Race to Kill the BP Oil Gusher book is
readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer connected with A Hole at the Bottom of the Sea: The Race to Kill the BP Oil Gusher content conveys
the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking A Hole at the Bottom of the Sea:
The Race to Kill the BP Oil Gusher is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Raymond Roth:

The knowledge that you get from A Hole at the Bottom of the Sea: The Race to Kill the BP Oil Gusher may
be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but A Hole at the Bottom of the Sea:
The Race to Kill the BP Oil Gusher giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this A Hole at the Bottom of the Sea: The Race to Kill the BP Oil
Gusher instantly.

Michael Short:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled A Hole
at the Bottom of the Sea: The Race to Kill the BP Oil Gusher your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get just before. The A Hole at the Bottom of the Sea: The Race to Kill the BP Oil
Gusher giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
information for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Weston Brock:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Hole at the Bottom of the Sea:
The Race to Kill the BP Oil Gusher can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and



so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these ebooks have than the others?
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