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"My son's illness is eight years old and has no name. It started when he was fourteen. He is now twenty-two.
It is taking away his ability to walk and to reason. It is getting worse, some years more rapidly than others."

These words begin the first section of Blue Peninsula, a narrative of a son's degenerative illness in thirty-
three parts focused around poems that have provided companionship and sustenance to the author. When
multiple diagnostic avenues delivered no explanation for the worsening disabilities of her older son, Ike,
Madge McKeithen "became a poetry addict--collecting, consuming, ripping poems out of magazines, buying
slender volumes that would fit in my pocket or pocketbook, stashing them in loose-leaf notebooks, on
shelves, stacking them on the floor. In the midst of all this grief, I had fallen in love. With words. Poems,
especially. And just in time."

McKeithen draws on a wonderfully wide ranging group of of poets and lyricists--including Emily Dickinson,
the Rolling Stones, Paul Celan, Bruce Springsteen, Marie Howe, Walt Whitman, and many others--to
illuminate, comfort, and help to express her sorrow. Some chapters are reflections on friendships and family
relationships in the context of a chronic and worsening illness. Some consider making peace with what life
has dealt, and others value intentionally reworking it.

Not written to suggest easy solace, this powerful work aims to keep company, as would any individual
whose loved one is on a course in which the only way out is through.
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From reader reviews:

Justin Price:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Blue Peninsula: Essential Words for a Life of Loss and Change. Try to make
the book Blue Peninsula: Essential Words for a Life of Loss and Change as your good friend. It means that it
can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Michael Burr:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Blue Peninsula: Essential Words for a Life of
Loss and Change will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book
with you?

Lindsay Washington:

This Blue Peninsula: Essential Words for a Life of Loss and Change are generally reliable for you who want
to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Blue Peninsula: Essential Words for a Life of Loss
and Change can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this Blue Peninsula: Essential Words for a Life of Loss and Change forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful
in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

John Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know that
little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Blue Peninsula:
Essential Words for a Life of Loss and Change.
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