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From presidents to generals, from civil rights activists to poets, from inventors to scientists, Brian Lamb
explores the lives of our most fascinating Americans on Booknotes, his weekly C-Span interview program.
He and his guests have examined the lives of Thomas Paine, Paul Revere, Abraham Lincoln, Walt Whitman,
Woodrow Wilson, Robert McNamara, Adlai Stevenson, Albert Einstein, Will Rogers, Amelia Earhart,
Martin Luther King, and Thurgood Marshall, to name just a dozen of the seminal figures now found in
Booknotes: Life Stories. The biographers featured here are often no less legendary than their subjects: David
Herbert Donald on Abraham Lincoln, Ron Chernow on John D. Rockefeller, Doris Kearns Goodwin on
Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, David McCullough on Harry Truman, Norman Mailer on Lee Harvey
Oswald, Robert Caro on Lyndon Baines Johnson, and Katharine Graham and Frank McCourt on their own
lives.

In his first book, Booknotes: America's Finest Authors on Reading, Writing, and the Power of Ideas, Lamb
showed a remarkable ability to elicit fascinating insights into the creative process from authors eager to
explain their craft. In Booknotes: Life Stories, Lamb extends his vision by taking an intimate look with our
favorite biographers at the historical figures they've devoted their careers to portraying. He encourages these
writers to open up about their methods, their sources of inspiration, and their fascinating subjects. As in the
first book, Lamb's original questions have been omitted from the edited text, producing seamless
conversational essays that allow the storyteller in each writer to fully emerge. Like Booknotes, this new book
also includes full-color photographs by Brian Lamb that enrich our appreciation of these biographical
portraits.

This volume highlights celebrated lives while also providing memorable portraits of the era in which each
figure lived, lending a rare sense of immediacy to history. For instance, David Hackett Fischer, biographer of
Paul Revere, reflects on the birth of an American myth and whether Revere's heroism actually took place as
Longfellow recorded it in his famous poem "The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere." In quoting Susan B.
Anthony, Lynn Sherr shows how her activism profoundly changed America: "Once we get women to their
full equality and independence, then men will be freer also. Families will be better off when men can stay
home and do more of the child-rearing." Brian Lamb has achieved a deserved place in American letters for
coaxing hundreds of writers from the anonymity of their writing studios into the living rooms of every
American home. His interviews are themselves great biographies.
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From reader reviews:

Natasha Rich:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Booknotes : Life Stories : Notable
Biographers on the People Who Shaped America, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What?
Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

David Manning:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds
of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Booknotes : Life Stories : Notable Biographers on the People Who
Shaped America offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Tammy Medina:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Booknotes : Life Stories : Notable Biographers
on the People Who Shaped America can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Randy Acevedo:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Booknotes : Life Stories : Notable Biographers on
the People Who Shaped America can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you
have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Booknotes :
Life Stories : Notable Biographers on the People Who Shaped America.
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