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The fascinating stories of the plants that changed civilizations.

Fifty Plants that Changed the Course of History is a beautifully presented guide to the plants that have had
the greatest impact on human civilization. Entries feature a description of the plant, its botanical name, its
native range and its primary functions -- edible, medicinal, commercial or practical. Concise text is
highlighted by elegant botanical drawings, paintings and photographs as well as insightful quotes.

Many of the plants are well known, such as rice, tea, cotton, rubber, wheat, sugarcane, tobacco, wine
grapes and corn. However, there are also many whose stories are less known. These history-changing plants
include:

Agave, used to make sisal, poison arrows, bullets, tequila and surgical thread●

Pineapple,  which influenced the construction of greenhouses and conservatories●

Hemp,  used for hangman's rope, sustainable plastics, the Declaration of Independence and Levi's jeans●

Coconut,  used for coir fiber, soap, margarine, cream, sterile IV drips and coagulants●

Eucalyptus,  used in mouthwash, diuretics, vitamins, honey, underwear and fire-resistant uniforms●

Sweet pea,  which Gregor Mendel used in his research on genetic heredity●

White mulberry,  used to make silk●

English oak,  used for fire-resistant structures, dyes, leather tanning, charcoal, casks and ships●

White willow,  used in the manufacture of aspirin, cricket bats, hot-air balloon baskets and coffins●

This attractive reference provides an innovative perspective on both botanical and human history.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Matthews:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Fifty
Plants that Changed the Course of History (Fifty Things That Changed the Course of History) suitable to
you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Fifty Plants that
Changed the Course of History (Fifty Things That Changed the Course of History)is a single of several
books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read
this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in
the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a
lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Brian Crowe:

Fifty Plants that Changed the Course of History (Fifty Things That Changed the Course of History) can be
one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide
has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing
Fifty Plants that Changed the Course of History (Fifty Things That Changed the Course of History) although
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of
crucial considering.

John Gravatt:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more
time to be go through. Fifty Plants that Changed the Course of History (Fifty Things That Changed the
Course of History) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

James Fitzpatrick:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Fifty Plants that Changed the Course of History
(Fifty Things That Changed the Course of History) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
own skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the guide Fifty Plants that
Changed the Course of History (Fifty Things That Changed the Course of History) can to be your friend
when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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