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This is a brilliant cultural-anthropological study exploring those hedonistic aspects of the pan-Indian heritage
which, represented by centuries of the non-Vedic, Tantric tradition, affirm that the pleasurable, especially the
sexually pleasurable, is natural as a means to achieve the highest mystical experience. Himself a Tantric
initiate, Prem Saran offers a compelling, sympathetic analysis of Tantrism, its place in the Bengali and
Assamese cultures, and its pervasiveness in pan-Indian thought and ritual generally. Prem Saran/'s is also a
cultural critique of modern Indian values and life-ways. In addition, it is an exercise in methodology,
employing certain anthropological tools and concepts life "Cultural Debate" "Cultural Criticism". "Hindu
Renaissance" and "Pizza-effect"--the last three having been developed by the late Professor Agehananda
Bharati whom the author acknowledges as a "constant source of encouragement" during the last decade.
Though tantra is juxtaposed to Vedic traditions as a heterodox, life-affirming tradition, which is both ancient
and basic to Hindu interpretations of being, its hedonistic contents have been purposely neglected or
suppressed, partly because of the continuing hold of Victorian morality (imbibed from the British
missionaries and colonial rulers), and partly because the erotic route to mystical achievement has always
been a secret, minority path. Tantra : Hedonism in Indian Culture will, therefore, fill an existing lacuna in the
cultural-anthropology of South Asia. The book carries a Foreword by the distinguished anthropologist,
Professor Mattison Mines of the University of California, Santa Barbara, USA.
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From reader reviews:

Hattie Jasso:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Tantra: Hedonism in Indian
Culture is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Mary Deleon:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Tantra: Hedonism in Indian Culture book is readable by you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving Tantra: Hedonism in Indian Culture
content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Tantra: Hedonism in Indian
Culture is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Jordan Sena:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Tantra:
Hedonism in Indian Culture suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era.
The book untitled Tantra: Hedonism in Indian Cultureis one of several books this everyone read now. That
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension
that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Vickie Reed:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the guide untitled Tantra: Hedonism in Indian Culture can be good book to read. May
be it can be best activity to you.
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