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This investigation of the overwhelming appeal of quantification in the modern world discusses the
development of cultural meanings of objectivity over two centuries. How are we to account for the current
prestige and power of quantitative methods? The usual answer is that quantification is seen as desirable in
social and economic investigation as a result of its successes in the study of nature. Theodore Porter is not
content with this. Why should the kind of success achieved in the study of stars, molecules, or cells be an
attractive model for research on human societies? he asks. And, indeed, how should we understand the
pervasiveness of quantification in the sciences of nature? In his view, we should look in the reverse
direction: comprehending the attractions of quantification in business, government, and social research will
teach us something new about its role in psychology, physics, and medicine.

Drawing on a wide range of examples from the laboratory and from the worlds of accounting, insurance,
cost-benefit analysis, and civil engineering, Porter shows that it is "exactly wrong" to interpret the drive for
quantitative rigor as inherent somehow in the activity of science except where political and social pressures
force compromise. Instead, quantification grows from attempts to develop a strategy of impersonality in
response to pressures from outside. Objectivity derives its impetus from cultural contexts, quantification
becoming most important where elites are weak, where private negotiation is suspect, and where trust is in
short supply.
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From reader reviews:

Hector Naranjo:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read will be Trust in Numbers: The Pursuit of Objectivity in Science and Public Life (Princeton Paperbacks).

Vincent Baker:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book.
When you go through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Trust in Numbers: The Pursuit of Objectivity in Science and Public Life
(Princeton Paperbacks) provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Gary Wilson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Trust in Numbers: The Pursuit of
Objectivity in Science and Public Life (Princeton Paperbacks).

Garth McDonald:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled
update of news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just seeking the Trust in Numbers: The Pursuit of Objectivity in Science and Public Life (Princeton
Paperbacks) when you desired it?
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