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For over a hundred years, Venezuelans have referred to themselves as a café con leche (coffee with milk)
people. This colorful expression well describes the racial composition of Venezuelan society, in which
European, African, and Indian peoples have intermingled to produce a population in which almost everyone
is of mixed blood. It also expresses a popular belief that within their blended society Venezuelans have
achieved a racial democracy in which people of all races live free from prejudice and discrimination.
Whether or not historical facts actually support this popular perception is the question Winthrop Wright
explores in this study.

Wright's research suggests that, contrary to popular belief, blacks in Venezuela have not enjoyed the full
benefits of racial democracy. He finds that their status, even after the abolition of slavery in 1854, remained
low in the minds of Venezuelan elites, who idealized the European somatic type and viewed blacks as
inferior. Indeed, in an effort to whiten the population, Venezuelan elites promoted European immigration and
blocked the entry of blacks and Asians during the early twentieth century.

These attitudes remained in place until the 1940s, when the populist Acción Democrática party (AD)
challenged the elites' whitening policies. Since that time, blacks have made significant strides and have
gained considerable political power. But, as Wright reveals, other evidence suggests that most remain social
outcasts and have not accumulated significant wealth. The popular perception of racial harmony in
Venezuela hides the fact of ongoing discrimination.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Clayton:

This book untitled Café con leche: Race, Class, and National Image in Venezuela to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Allan Carle:

The book untitled Café con leche: Race, Class, and National Image in Venezuela is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Café con leche: Race, Class, and National Image in
Venezuela from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Dolores Schreiber:

The book untitled Café con leche: Race, Class, and National Image in Venezuela contain a lot of information
on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Catherine Cote:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication Café con leche: Race, Class, and National Image in Venezuela was filled in
relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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