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When his father died, award-winning poet and curator Gil McElroy was given a box of photographs that
documented his father’ s military career. Beginning in the Second World War and continuing right through to
the end of the Cold War, the senior McElroy staffed Canada’ s network of electronic defence, including the
Distant Early Warning Line —anetwork of radar stations stretching along the Arctic coast from Alaskato
Baffin Island. Established in the early 1950s, the DEW Line provided advance warning of an aircraft or
missile attack. There, servicemen lived in isolated radar stations, watching surveillance screens for the
telltale blips that threatened nuclear annihilation.

McElroy reflects on the sacrifices these men made, living away from their families for great lengths of time —
for the “ greater good” of protecting North American airspace and Western values.

At the same time, Cold Comfort follows McElroy’ s experience of growing up as an itinerant military brat,
who moved from one posting to another, and the military family’s attempts to hold together in the face of the
father’ s absence. Cold Comfort also explores the utter enigma that was the author’ s father. Examining the
contents of the box of photographs, image by image, McElroy attempts to come to terms with the mysterious
photographer, a man better understood by his military compatriots than by his own family.

Further, Cold Comfort provides the backstory to McElroy's most recent collection of poems, Ordinary Time,

which offers an unsettling history of the utter failures of these remote surveillance technologies to make
"our" world either better known or reliably predictable.
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From reader reviews:
Linda Davis:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students because they are still students or that for all peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
wish do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Cold Comfort: Growing Up Cold War.
All type of book isit possible to see on many resources. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other
social media

Sandra Gregory:

This book untitled Cold Comfort: Growing Up Cold War to be one of several books this best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to
buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sellsthe e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Anthony Brown:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information ssimpler
to share. Y ou can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. Y ou
can view that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
you personally is Cold Comfort: Growing Up Cold War this publication consist alot of the information of
the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research
when he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book acceptable all of you.

Gerald Sosa:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or
rea their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important in your case.
Aswe know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Cold Comfort: Growing Up Cold War can make you experience more
interested to read.
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