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An unusual and authoritative 'natural history of languages' that narrates the ways in which one language has
superseded or outlasted another at different times in history.

The story of the world in the last five thousand years is above all the story of its languages. Some shared
language is what binds any community together, and makes possible both the living of a common history and
the telling of it.

Yet the history of the world’s great languages has rarely been examined. ‘Empires of the Word’ is the first to
bring together the tales in all their glorious variety: the amazing innovations – in education, culture and
diplomacy – devised by speakers in the Middle East; the uncanny resilience of Chinese throughout twenty
centuries of invasions; the progress of Sanskrit from north India to Java and Japan; the struggle that gave
birth to the languages of modern Europe; and the global spread of English.

Besides these epic achievements, language failures are equally fascinating: why did Germany get left
behind? Why did Egyptian, which had survived foreign takeovers for three millennia, succumb to
Mohammed’s Arabic? Why is Dutch unknown in modern Indonesia, given that the Netherlands had ruled the
East Indies for as long as the British ruled India?

As this book engagingly reveals, the language history of the world shows eloquently the real characters of
peoples; it also shows that the language of the future will, like the languages of the past, be full of surprises.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Cross:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book called Empires of the Word: A
Language History of the World? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Esther Watson:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Empires of the Word: A Language History of
the World book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Aaron Blue:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want feel happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Empires of the
Word: A Language History of the World is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Deanna Reed:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Empires of the Word: A Language History of
the World or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Empires of the Word: A Language History of the World to make your spare
time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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