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Who and what are marriage and sex for? Whose practices and which ways of talking to god can count as
religion? Lucinda Ramberg considers these questions based upon two years of ethnographic research on an
ongoing South Indian practice of dedication in which girls, and sometimes boys, are married to a goddess.
Called devadasis, or jogatis, those dedicated become female and male women who conduct the rites of the
goddess outside the walls of her main temple and transact in sex outside the bounds of conjugal matrimony.
Marriage to the goddess, as well as the rites that the dedication ceremony authorizes jogatis to perform, have
long been seen as illegitimate and criminalized. Kinship with the goddess is productive for the families who
dedicate their children, Ramberg argues, and yet it cannot conform to modern conceptions of gender, family,
or religion. This nonconformity, she suggests, speaks to the limitations of modern categories, as well as to
the possibilities of relations—between and among humans and deities—that exceed such categories.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Holmes:

Often the book Given to the Goddess: South Indian Devadasis and the Sexuality of Religion will bring that
you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you
try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Given to the Goddess: South Indian
Devadasis and the Sexuality of Religion is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Brenda Gregg:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled Given
to the Goddess: South Indian Devadasis and the Sexuality of Religion your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get before. The Given to the Goddess: South Indian Devadasis and the Sexuality of Religion giving
you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your
better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to
be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

George Conner:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Given to the Goddess: South
Indian Devadasis and the Sexuality of Religion which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's observe.

Wanda Riddle:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Given to the Goddess: South Indian Devadasis
and the Sexuality of Religion or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Given to the Goddess: South Indian Devadasis and the Sexuality of
Religion to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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