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In recent years scholars have begun to question the usefulness of the category of ''religion'' to describe a
distinctive form of human experience and behavior. In his last book, The Ideology of Religious Studies
(OUP 2000), Timothy Fitzgerald argued that ''religion'' was not a private area of human existence that could
be separated from the public realm and that the study of religion as such was thus impossibility. In this new
book he examines a wide range of English-language texts to show how religion became transformed from a
very specific category indigenous to Christian culture into a universalist claim about human nature and
society. These claims, he shows, are implied by and frequently explicit in theories and methods of
comparative religion. But they are also tacitly reproduced throughout the humanities in the relatively
indiscriminate use of ''religion'' as an a priori valid cross-cultural analytical concept, for example in
historiography, sociology, and social anthropology. Fitzgerald seeks to link the argument about religion to
the parallel formation of the ''non-religious'' and such dichotomies as church-state, sacred-profane,
ecclesiastical-civil, spiritual-temporal, supernatural-natural, and irrational-rational. Part of his argument is
that the category ''religion'' has a different logic compared to the category ''sacred,'' but the two have been
consistently confused by major writers, including Durkheim and Eliade. Fitzgerald contends that ''religion''
imagined as a private belief in the supernatural was a necessary conceptual space for the simultaneous
imagining of ''secular'' practices and institutions such as politics, economics, and the Nation State. The
invention of ''religion'' as a universal type of experience, practice, and institution was partly the result of
sacralizing new concepts of exchange, ownership, and labor practices, applying ''scientific'' rationality to
human behavior, administering the colonies and classifying native institutions. In contrast, shows Fitzgerald,
the sacred-profane dichotomy has a different logic of use.
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From reader reviews:

Gayle Skinner:

Discourse on Civility and Barbarity can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will
put every word into delight arrangement in writing Discourse on Civility and Barbarity yet doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you
can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Antonia Parham:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of
book Discourse on Civility and Barbarity. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book,
it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must
aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

John Martin:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With
the book Discourse on Civility and Barbarity we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people?
Being creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
be doubt to change your life at this book Discourse on Civility and Barbarity. You can more pleasing than
now.

Sue Randall:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. With
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the Discourse on Civility and Barbarity when you required it?
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