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"I take aspects of my life that I feel were useless and worthless, and through performance redeem them. It's a
means of understanding and re-creation." -- Rachel Rosenthal

In Rachel Rosenthal, editor Moira Roth brings together a powerful portrait of the woman the Village Voice
calls "one of America's most intelligent, politically committed, and challenging performance artists." Fea-
turing reviews and photographs of Rosenthal's performance events, and collecting for the first time a
selection of her writings (including the script of Rachel's Brain), the book captures the unique voice of a
great American artist -- one whose career reads like a history of performance art and avant-garde theater in
America from the early 1950s to the present.

Rosenthal's work has always been deeply autobiographical, drawing on a life that was eventful and
unconventional from the start. After a privileged childhood in pre-War Paris, Rosenthal and her family fled
Hitler's Europe, first to Brazil, then to New York. She returned to study in the postwar Paris of Artaud,
existentialism, and the theater of the absurd. (These two experiences of Paris have defined much of her
work.) Back in New York as the art scene exploded in the early 1950s, Rosenthal danced with Merce
Cunningham, struggled as an artist, and included John Cage, Jasper Johns, and Robert Rauschenberg among
her friends. She moved to California shortly thereafter and started her famed improvisational company
"Instant Theatre." By the 1970s, she had become one of the leading figures in feminist performance in
California, helping to found Womanspace and other feminist galleries.

Inspired by theatrical writings of Antonin Artaud, Rosenthal's performance art blends music, words, images,
and dance into ferociously moving works -- a theater of cruelty tempered by love, fiercely intense yet
unsentimentally hopeful. Her autobiographical performances -- works such as Charm, The Head of Olga K.,
and My Brazil -- draw from childhood experiences that range from enchanting to deeply disturbing. In recent
works like Pangaean Dreams, Zone, and Filename: FUTURFAX, Rosenthal's themes have broadened to
include concerns about the environment, animal rights, and the future of Western civilization.

Today, Rosenthal continues to perform in galleries, museums, universities, and theaters throughout the
world. With her shaved head, elegant stature, and distinctive style, Rosenthal has become an icon of the
American avant garde. Her commanding, strangely androgynous image has enhanced the increasingly
shamanistic role she plays for her audience.

"This old prophet is not a figure who appeared from nowhere. We had known her (either witnessed in reality
or from hearsay) in an earlier, younger, and more personal incarnation -- in Rosenthal's autobiographical
pieces (and indeed, she continues to use, on occasion, autobiographical references in her current work).
Thus, she is, so to speak, a prophet with a past, a prophet with known human frailties." -- from the
Introduction
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From reader reviews:

Joy Hanson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
get the unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Rachel Rosenthal (PAJ Books: Art + Performance)
as the daily resource information.

Michael Proctor:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Rachel Rosenthal (PAJ Books: Art + Performance), it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Christopher Cunningham:

The book Rachel Rosenthal (PAJ Books: Art + Performance) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after reading this book.

Donna Nichols:

You may get this Rachel Rosenthal (PAJ Books: Art + Performance) by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.
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