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Until the recent unauthorized release of thousands of classified State Department cables, public attention was
rarely drawn to the frequently outstanding political analysis done by American diplomats abroad. The
existing literature on diplomacy has heretofore been limited to memoirs of former diplomats and analyses of
international affairs by diplomats, academics, and think tanks. The Craft of Political Analysis offers a fresh
approach, one that provides a context for interpreting this embassy reporting and a guide to understanding
the work that went on behind the scenes to produce it. Author Raymond F. Smith combines a practitioner’s
personal view of what is required to do good diplomatic political analysis with his understanding of the
social conflict and change that informed his work for the State Department.

Smith clearly explains everything the Foreign Service candidate or professional, as well as the interested
layman, needs to know about crafting political analysis, including how to write for the analyst’s intended
audience, how to make best use of the intellectual and analytical tools of the trade, what happens when the
analyst’s views differ from government policy, and why political analysis risks becoming irrelevant, even
though it is still urgently needed. In addition, The Craft of Political Analysis for Diplomats features two case
studies using legally declassified cables not included in the Wikileaks release. The first is built around four
highly restricted Embassy Moscow cables on the collapse of the Soviet Union; the second includes two
cables on the Arab-Israeli conflict that received the State Department’s highest award for political analysis.

Selected for the Diplomats and Diplomacy Series of the Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training
(ADST) and DACOR, an organization of foreign affairs professionals.
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From reader reviews:

Denice Cooke:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close to that you
can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve The Craft of Political Analysis for Diplomats (ADST-
DACOR Diplomats and Diplomacy) will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
acceptable book with you?

Valerie Gray:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about something
that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of
book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertise in writing, they
also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this The Craft of Political
Analysis for Diplomats (ADST-DACOR Diplomats and Diplomacy).

Irma Chavez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Craft of Political Analysis for
Diplomats (ADST-DACOR Diplomats and Diplomacy) reserve written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
skepticism The Craft of Political Analysis for Diplomats (ADST-DACOR Diplomats and Diplomacy) as
good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on
your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Carol Ratliff:

This The Craft of Political Analysis for Diplomats (ADST-DACOR Diplomats and Diplomacy) is great
reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great
organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Craft of Political Analysis for Diplomats (ADST-DACOR



Diplomats and Diplomacy) in your hand like having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book
already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?
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