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In early 1978, an extraordinary new invention for rock climbers was featured on the BBC television science
show Tomorrow's World. It was called the 'Friend', and it not only made the sport safer, it helped push the
limits of the possible. The company that made them was called Wild Country, the brainchild of Mark
Vallance. Within six months, Vallance was selling Friends in sixteen countries. Wild Country would go on to
develop much of the gear that transformed climbing in the 1980s. Mark Vallance's influence on the outdoor
world extends far beyond the company he founded. He owned and opened the influential retailer Outside in
the Peak District and was part of the team that built The Foundry, Sheffield's premier climbing wall - the first
modern climbing gym in Britain. He worked for the Peak District National Park and served on its board. He
even found time to climb eight-thousand-metre peaks and the Nose on El Capitan. Diagnosed with
Parkinson's disease in his mid fifties and robbed of his plans for retirement, Vallance found a new sense of
purpose as a reforming president of the British Mountaineering Council.In Wild Country, Vallance traces his
story, from childhood influences like Robin Hodgkin and Sir Jack Longland, to two years in Antarctica,
where he was base commander of the UK's largest and most southerly scientific station at Halley Bay, before
his fateful meeting with Ray Jardine, the man who invented Friends, in Yosemite. Trenchant, provocative
and challenging, Wild Country is a remarkable personal story and a fresh perspective on the role of the
outdoors in British life and the development of climbing in its most revolutionary phase.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Evans:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Wild Country: The Man Who Made Friends.

Leslie Martin:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Wild Country: The Man Who Made Friends, you
are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Wendy Kroll:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Wild Country: The Man Who Made Friends why because the excellent
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this
book.

John Martindale:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Wild Country: The Man Who Made
Friends can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Wild Country: The Man
Who Made Friends.
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