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There have been many studies on the forced relocation and internment of nearly 120,000 Japanese
Americans during World War II. But An Absent Presence is the first to focus on how popular representations
of this unparalleled episode in U.S. history affected the formation of Cold War culture. Caroline Chung
Simpson shows how the portrayal of this economic and social disenfranchisement haunted—and even
shaped—the expression of American race relations and national identity throughout the middle of the
twentieth century.
Simpson argues that when popular journals or social theorists engaged the topic of Japanese American
history or identity in the Cold War era they did so in a manner that tended to efface or diminish the
complexity of their political and historical experience. As a result, the shadowy figuration of Japanese
American identity often took on the semblance of an “absent presence.” Individual chapters feature such
topics as the case of the alleged Tokyo Rose, the Hiroshima Maidens Project, and Japanese war brides.
Drawing on issues of race, gender, and nation, Simpson connects the internment episode to broader themes
of postwar American culture, including the atomic bomb, McCarthyism, the crises of racial integration, and
the anxiety over middle-class gender roles.
By recapturing and reexamining these vital flashpoints in the projection of Japanese American identity,
Simpson fills a critical and historical void in a number of fields including Asian American studies, American
studies, and Cold War history.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Heath:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the An Absent Presence: Japanese Americans
in Postwar American Culture, 1945-1960 (New Americanists) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Christopher McCrady:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
in comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be examine. An Absent Presence: Japanese Americans in Postwar American Culture,
1945-1960 (New Americanists) can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short
time problems.

Jessica Wilson:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this An Absent Presence: Japanese Americans in Postwar American
Culture, 1945-1960 (New Americanists) can make you sense more interested to read.

Daniel White:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. Through the book An Absent Presence: Japanese Americans in Postwar American Culture, 1945-1960
(New Americanists) we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person
must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to
change your life with this book An Absent Presence: Japanese Americans in Postwar American Culture,
1945-1960 (New Americanists). You can more desirable than now.
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