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When physicist Alan Sokal recently submitted an article to the postmodernist journal Social Text, the
periodical's editors were happy to publish it--for here was a respected scientist offering support for the
journal's view that science is a subjective, socially constructed discipline. But as Sokal himself soon revealed
in Lingua Franca magazine, the essay was a spectacular hoax--filled with scientific gibberish anyone with a
basic knowledge of physics should have caught--and the academic world suddenly awoke to the vast gap that
has opened between the scientific community and their mould-be critics. But the truth is that not only
postmodern critics but Americans in general have a weak grasp on scientific principles and facts. In
Connected Knowledge, physicist Alan Cromer offers a way to bridge the chasm, with a lively, lucid account
of scientific thinking and a provocative new agenda for American education.
Science, Cromer argues, is anything but common sense: It requires a particular habit of mind that does not
come naturally. For example, something as simple as buoyancy can only be explained through Archimedes'
principle--that a body in a fluid is subject to an upward force equal to the weight of fluid it displaces--yet few
scientists could arrive at this ancient concept by trial and error. School children, however, are often given a
ball and a tank of water, and asked to explain buoyancy any way they can. Today's de emphasis on teaching
pupils necessary facts and principles, he argues, "far from empowering them, makes them slaves of their own
subjective opinions." This movement in education, known as Constructivism, has close ties to postmodern
critics (such as the editors of Social Text) who question the objectivity of science, and with it the existence of
an objective reality. Cromer offers a ringing defense of the knowability of the world, both as an objective
reality and as a finite landscape of discovery. The advance of scientific knowledge, he argues, is not unlike
the mapping of the continents; at this point, we have found them all. He shows how the advent of quantum
mechanics, rather than making knowledge less certain, actually offers a more precise understanding of the
behavior of atoms and electrons. Turning from philosophy to education, he argues that instead of allowing
students to flounder, however creatively, schools should follow a progressive curriculum that returns
theoretical knowledge to the classroom.
Connected Knowledge, however, goes much farther. As a discipline that insists upon connecting theory with
measurable reality, physical science offers a new direction for reforming the social sciences. Cromer also
shows how some of the hottest issues in public policy--including the debates over special education and
group variations in I.Q., can be resolved through clear, hard headed thinking. For example, he argues for use
of the G.E.D. as a national educational standard, with a new "politics of intelligence" to guide the
distribution of school resources. Always forthright and articulate, Alan Cromer offers a startling new vision
for integrating science, philosophy, and education.
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From reader reviews:

Vernie Ruiz:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this Connected Knowledge: Science,
Philosophy, and Education book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Luis Acosta:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Connected
Knowledge: Science, Philosophy, and Education suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Connected Knowledge: Science, Philosophy, and
Educationis the one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people
in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just
before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Ruth Barr:

Beside this kind of Connected Knowledge: Science, Philosophy, and Education in your phone, it can give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will
got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have Connected Knowledge: Science, Philosophy, and Education because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book
and read it from now!

Jennifer Nava:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Connected Knowledge: Science, Philosophy,
and Education to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about
book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
learn it. Beside that the book Connected Knowledge: Science, Philosophy, and Education can to be your



brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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