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Paramount in the shaping of early Byzantine identity was the construction of the church of Hagia Sophia in
Constantinople (532-537 CE). This book examines the edifice from the perspective of aesthetics to define the
concept of beauty and the meaning of art in early Byzantium. Byzantine aesthetic thought is re-evaluated
against late antique Neoplatonism and the writings of Pseudo-Dionysius that offer fundamental paradigms
for the late antique attitude towards art and beauty. These metaphysical concepts of aesthetics are ultimately
grounded in experiences of sensation and perception, and reflect the ways in which the world and reality
were perceived and grasped, signifying the cultural identity of early Byzantium.

There are different types of aesthetic data, those present in the aesthetic object and those found in aesthetic
responses to the object. This study looks at the aesthetic data embodied in the sixth-century architectural
structure and interior decoration of Hagia Sophia as well as in literary responses (ekphrasis) to the building.
The purpose of the Byzantine ekphrasis was to convey by verbal means the same effects that the artefact
itself would have caused. A literary analysis of these rhetorical descriptions recaptures the Byzantine
perception and expectations, and at the same time reveals the cognitive processes triggered by the Great
Church.

The central aesthetic feature that emerges from sixth-century ekphraseis of Hagia Sophia is that of light.
Light is described as the decisive element in the experience of the sacred space and light is simultaneously
associated with the notion of wisdom. It is argued that the concepts of light and wisdom are interwoven
programmatic elements that underlie the unique architecture and non-figurative decoration of Hagia Sophia.
A similar concern for the phenomenon of light and its epistemological dimension is reflected in other
contemporary monuments, testifying to the pervasiveness of these aesthetic values in early Byzantium.
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From reader reviews:

Roberto Fetter:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Hagia Sophia and
the Byzantine Aesthetic Experience? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or
you have different opinion?

Charles Massie:

Often the book Hagia Sophia and the Byzantine Aesthetic Experience will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Hagia Sophia and the Byzantine Aesthetic Experience is
much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Yvonne Speight:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Hagia Sophia and the Byzantine
Aesthetic Experience which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Kent Walker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Hagia Sophia and the Byzantine
Aesthetic Experience.
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