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Religious imagery was ubiquitous in late-nineteenth-century American life: department stores, schoolbooks,
postcards, and popular magazines all featured elements of Christian visual culture. Such imagery was not
limited to commercial and religious artifacts, however, for it also found its way into contemporary fine art. In
Signs of Grace, Kristin Schwain looks anew at the explicitly religious work of four prominent artists in this
period?Thomas Eakins, F. Holland Day, Abbott Handerson Thayer, and Henry Ossawa Tanner?and argues
that art and religion performed analogous functions within American culture. Fully expressing the concerns
and values of turn-of-the-century Americans, this artwork depicted religious figures and encouraged the
beholders' communion with them.Describing how these artists drew on their religious beliefs and practices,
as well as how beholders looked to art to provide a transcendent experience, Schwain explores how a modern
conception of faith as an individual relationship with the divine facilitated this sanctified relationship
between art and viewer. This stress on the interior and subjective experience of religion accentuated the
artist's efforts to engage beholders personally with works of art; how better to fix the viewer's attention than
to hold out the promise of salvation? Schwain shows that while these new visual practices emphasized
individual encounters with art objects, they also carried profound social implications. By negotiating changes
in religious belief?by aestheticizing faith in a new, particularly American manner?these practices contributed
to evolving debates about art, ethnicity, sexuality, and gender.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Finch:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This Signs of Grace: Religion and American Art in the Gilded Age book is
readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer involving Signs of Grace: Religion and American Art in the Gilded Age content conveys prospect
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Signs of Grace: Religion and American Art in the
Gilded Age is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

James Dorman:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Signs of Grace: Religion and
American Art in the Gilded Age reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Signs of Grace:
Religion and American Art in the Gilded Age as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is
one book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
yet another sixth sense.

Rose Hilton:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Signs of Grace: Religion and American
Art in the Gilded Age which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Helen Jackson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Signs of Grace: Religion and American Art in the Gilded Age when you
required it?
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