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This volume presents an outstanding new translation of two favorite comic novels by the preeminent Yiddish
writer Sholem Aleichem (1859–1916). The Letters of Menakhem Mendl and Sheyne Sheyndl portrays a
tumultuous marriage through letters exchanged between the title character, an itinerant bumbler seeking his
fortune in the cities of Russia before departing alone for the New World, and his scolding wife, who
becomes increasingly fearful, jealous, and mystified. Motl, Peysi the Cantor’s Son is the first-person
narrative of a mischievous and keenly observant boy who emigrates with his family from Russia to America.
The final third of the story takes place in New York, making this Aleichem’s only major work to be set in the
United States.
 
Motl and Menakhem Mendl are in one sense opposites: the one a clear-eyed child and the other a pathetically
deluded adult. Yet both are ideal conveyors of the comic disparity of perception on which humor depends. If
Motl sees more than do others around him, Menakhem Mendl has an almost infinite capacity for seeing less.
Aleichem endows each character with an individual comic voice to tell in his own way the story of the
collapse of traditional Jewish life in modern industrial society as well as the journey to America, where a
new chapter of Jewish history begins. This volume includes a biographical and critical introduction as well
as a useful glossary for English language readers.
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From reader reviews:

Dorathy Byers:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Letters of Menakhem-Mendl and Sheyne-Sheyndl and
Motl, the Cantor's Son. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important any book The Letters of Menakhem-Mendl and Sheyne-Sheyndl and Motl, the Cantor's
Son. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a
book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go
to the library. Let's learn.

Kathleen Elder:

The ability that you get from The Letters of Menakhem-Mendl and Sheyne-Sheyndl and Motl, the Cantor's
Son is the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Letters of Menakhem-Mendl and
Sheyne-Sheyndl and Motl, the Cantor's Son giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys
their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of
this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this specific The Letters of Menakhem-Mendl and Sheyne-Sheyndl
and Motl, the Cantor's Son instantly.

Peter Beaton:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the guide untitled The Letters of Menakhem-Mendl and Sheyne-Sheyndl and Motl,
the Cantor's Son can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Gail Blakely:

Why? Because this The Letters of Menakhem-Mendl and Sheyne-Sheyndl and Motl, the Cantor's Son is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret
the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.



This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.
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