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We are all familiar with the image of the immensely clever judge who discerns the best rule of common law
for the case a hand. According to U.S. Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia, ajudge like this can maneuver
through earlier cases to achieve the desired aim—" distinguishing one prior case on his | eft, straight-arming
another one on his right, high-stepping away from another precedent about to tackle him from the rear, until
(bravo!) he reaches the goal—good law.” But is this common-law mindset, which is appropriate in its place,
suitable also in statutory and constitutional interpretation? In awitty and trenchant essay, Justice Scalia
answers this question with aresounding negative.

In exploring the neglected art of statutory interpretation, Scalia urges that judges resist the temptation to use
legidlative intention and legidative history. In hisview, it isincompatible with democratic government to
allow the meaning of a statute to be determined by what the judges think the lawgivers meant rather than by
what the legidature actually promulgated. Eschewing the judicial lawmaking that is the essence of common
law, judges should interpret statutes and regulations by focusing on the text itself. Scalia then extends this
principle to constitutional law. He proposes that we abandon the notion of an everchanging Constitution and
pay attention to the Constitution’s original meaning. Although not subscribing to the “ strict constructionism”
that would prevent applying the Constitution to modern circumstances, Scalia emphatically rejects the idea
that judges can properly “smuggle” in new rights or deny old rights by using the Due Process Clause, for
instance. In fact, such judicial discretion might lead to the destruction of the Bill of Rightsif a majority of
the judges ever wished to reach that most undesirable of goals.

This essay isfollowed by four commentaries by Professors Gordon Wood, Laurence Tribe, Mary Ann
Glendon, and Ronald Dworkin, who engage Justice Scalia sideas about judicial interpretation from varying
standpoints. In the spirit of debate, Justice Scalia responds to these critics.

Featuring a new foreword that discusses Scalia’ simpact, jurisprudence, and legacy, this witty and trenchant
exchange illuminates the brilliance of one of the most influential legal minds of our time.
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From reader reviews:
Carson McDonald:

The experience that you get from A Matter of Interpretation: Federal Courts and the Law (The University
Center for Human Values Series) is a more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but A Matter of
Interpretation: Federal Courts and the Law (The University Center for Human Values Series) giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood
by anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular A Matter of Interpretation:
Federal Courts and the Law (The University Center for Human Values Series) instantly.

William Grant:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name A Matter of
Interpretation: Federal Courts and the Law (The University Center for Human Values Series) suitable to
you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled A Matter of
Interpretation: Federal Courts and the Law (The University Center for Human Values Series)is one of several
books this everyone read now. Thiskind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book
will give you alarge amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world within this book.

Raymond L angford:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide A Matter of Interpretation: Federal Courts and the Law (The
University Center for Human Values Series) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book.
If you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era
like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Carl Johnson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and A Matter of Interpretation: Federal Courts
and the Law (The University Center for Human Values Series) as well as others sources were given



knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are hel ping them to include their
knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes A Matter of Interpretation: Federal
Courts and the Law (The University Center for Human Values Series) to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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