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Is antisemitism on the rise in America? Did the "hymietown" comment by Jesse Jackson and the Crown
Heights riot signal a resurgence of antisemitism among blacks? The surprising answer to both questions,
according to Leonard Dinnerstein, is no--Jews have never been more at home in America. But what we are
seeing today, he writes, are the well-publicized results of a long tradition of prejudice, suspicion, and hatred
against Jews--the direct product of the Christian teachings underlying so much of America's national
heritage.
In Antisemitism in America, Leonard Dinnerstein provides a landmark work--the first comprehensive history
of prejudice against Jews in the United States, from colonial times to the present. His richly documented
book traces American antisemitism from its roots in the dawn of the Christian era and arrival of the first
European settlers, to its peak during World War II and its present day permutations--with separate chapters
on antisemititsm in the South and among African-Americans, showing that prejudice among both whites and
blacks flowed from the same stream of Southern evangelical Christianity. He shows, for example, that non-
Christians were excluded from voting (in Rhode Island until 1842, North Carolina until 1868, and in New
Hampshire until 1877), and demonstrates how the Civil War brought a new wave of antisemitism as both
sides assumed that Jews supported with the enemy. We see how the decades that followed marked the
emergence of a full-fledged antisemitic society, as Christian Americans excluded Jews from their social
circles, and how antisemetic fervor climbed higher after the turn of the century, accelerated by eugenicists,
fear of Bolshevism, the publications of Henry Ford, and the Depression. Dinnerstein goes on to explain that
just before our entry into World War II, antisemitism reached a climax, as Father Coughlin attacked Jews
over the airwaves (with the support of much of the Catholic clergy) and Charles Lindbergh delivered an
openly antisemitic speech to an isolationist meeting. After the war, Dinnerstein tells us, with fresh economic
opportunities and increased activities by civil rights advocates, antisemititsm went into sharp decline--though
it frequently appeared in shockingly high places, including statements by Nixon and his Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.
"It must also be emphasized," Dinnerstein writes, "that in no Christian country has antisemitism been weaker
than it has been in the United States," with its traditions of tolerance, diversity, and a secular national
government. This book, however, reveals in disturbing detail the resilience, and vehemence, of this ugly
prejudice. Penetrating, authoritative, and frequently alarming, this is the definitive account of a plague that
refuses to go away.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hay:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Antisemitism in
America? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have other opinion?

Kurt Rose:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. For you who
want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Antisemitism in America book as nice and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Gloria Taylor:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the publication untitled Antisemitism in America can be fine book to read. May be it might be
best activity to you.

Marline Deluca:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
as compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find guide that need more time to be examine. Antisemitism in America can be your answer as it can be read
by you who have those short extra time problems.
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