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Gaining Freedoms reveals a new locus for global political change: everyday urban contestation. Cities are
often assumed hotbeds of socio-economic division, but this assessment overlooks the importance of urban
space and the everyday activities of urban life for empowerment, emancipation, and democratization.
Through proximity, neighborhoods, streets, and squares can create unconventional power contestations over
lifestyle and consumption. And through struggle, negotiation, and cooperation, competing claims across
groups can become platforms to defend freedom and rights from government encroachments.

Drawing on more than seven years of fieldwork in three contested urban sites—a downtown neighborhood
and a university campus in Istanbul, and a Turkish neighborhood in Berlin—Berna Turam shows how
democratic contestation echoes through urban space. Countering common assumptions that Turkey is
strongly polarized between Islamists and secularists, she illustrates how contested urban space encourages
creative politics, the kind of politics that advance rights, expression, and representation shared between pious
and secular groups. Exceptional moments of protest, like the recent Gezi protests which bookend this study,
offer clear external signs of upheaval and disruption, but it is the everyday contestation and interaction that
forge alliances and inspire change. Ultimately, Turam argues that the process of democratization is not the
reduction of conflict, but rather the capacity to form new alliances out of conflict.
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From reader reviews:
Kirk Fonseca;

Baook isto be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for us. The book Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin
was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The publication Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin is not only
giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. Y ou can spend
your personal spend timeto read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Gaining
Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin. Y ou never sense lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Charles Trask:

This Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin are generally reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Spacein
Istanbul and Berlin can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin forcing you to have
an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in
your day activity. So, let's have it appreciate reading.

Brenda Hedstrom:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of timeto read it because pretty much everything time you only
find publication that need more time to be learn. Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in |stanbul and Berlin
can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Donna Cauley:

Reading a book being new life stylein this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get alots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin provide you with a new experiencein
reading a book.
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