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The fiftieth anniversary of Helvetica, the most famous of all sans serif typefaces, was celebrated with an
excitement unusual in the staid world of typography and culminated in the release of the first movie ever
made starring a typeface. Yet Helvetica's fifty-year milestone pales in comparison with the two thousandth
anniversary in 2014 of Trajan's Column and its famous inscription -- the preeminent illustration of the
classical Roman capital letter. For, despite the modern ascendance of the sans serif, serif typefaces, most
notably Times Roman, still dominate printed matter and retain a strong presence in screen-based
communication. The Eternal Letter is a lavishly illustrated examination of the enduring influence of, and
many variations on, the classical Roman capital letter.

The Eternal Letter offers a series of essays by some of the most highly regarded practitioners in the fields of
typography, lettering, and stone carving. They discuss the subtleties of the classical Roman capital letter
itself, different iterations of it over the years, and the work of famous typographers and craftsmen. The
essays cover such topics as efforts to calculate a geometric formulation of the Trajan letters; the recalculation
of their proportions by early typefounders; the development and astonishing popularity of Adobe Trajan;
type and letter designs by Father Edward M. Catich, Frederic W. Goudy, Eric Gill, Jan van Krimpen,
Hermann Zapf, Matthew Carter, and others; the influence of Trajan in Russia; and three generations of
lettercarvers at the John Stevens Shop in Newport, Rhode Island. Essays about modern typefaces -- including
Matinia, Senatus, and Penumbra -- are contributed by the designers of these typefaces.

Contributors John and Nicholas Benson, Frank E. Blokland, Matthew Carter, Ewan Clayton, Lance Hidy,
Jost Hochuli, Jonathan Hoefler, Richard Kindersley, Scott-Martin Kosofsky, Gerry Leonidas, Martin Majoor,
Steve Matteson, Gregory MacNaughton, James Mosley, Tom Perkins, Yves Peters, Ryan L. Roth, Werner
Schneider, Paul Shaw, Julian Waters, Maxim Zhukov
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From reader reviews:

Heidi Fritz:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book The Eternal Letter: Two Millennia of the Classical
Roman Capital (Codex Studies in Letterforms) ended up being making you to know about other knowledge
and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book The Eternal Letter:
Two Millennia of the Classical Roman Capital (Codex Studies in Letterforms) is not only giving you much
more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Eternal Letter: Two Millennia
of the Classical Roman Capital (Codex Studies in Letterforms). You never really feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

David Henry:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The Eternal Letter: Two Millennia of the Classical Roman
Capital (Codex Studies in Letterforms) why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Debra Unger:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The The Eternal
Letter: Two Millennia of the Classical Roman Capital (Codex Studies in Letterforms) provide you with a
new experience in reading a book.

Jeri McKeen:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Eternal Letter:
Two Millennia of the Classical Roman Capital (Codex Studies in Letterforms) which is getting the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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