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In the wake of talk of a “postracial” America upon Barack Obama’s ascension as president of the United
States, Michele Norris, cohost of National Public Radio’s flagship program All Things Considered, set out to
write, through original reporting, a book about “the hidden conversation” on race that is unfolding
nationwide. She would, she thought, base her book on the frank disclosures of others on the subject, but she
was soon disabused of her presumption when forced to confront the fact that “the conversation” in her own
family had not been forthright.
 
Norris unearthed painful family secrets that compelled her to question her own self-understanding: from her
father’s shooting by a Birmingham police officer weeks after his discharge from the navy at the conclusion
of World War II to her maternal grandmother’s peddling pancake mix as an itinerant Aunt Jemima to white
farm women in the Midwest. In what became a profoundly personal and bracing journey into her family’s
past, Norris traveled from her childhood home in Minneapolis to her ancestral roots in the Deep South to
explore the reasons for the “things left unsaid” by her father and mother when she was growing up, the better
to come to terms with her own identity. Along the way she discovered how her character was forged by both
revelation and silence.
 
Extraordinary for Norris’s candor in examining her own racial legacy and what it means to be an American,
The Grace of Silence is also informed by rigorous research in its evocation of time and place, scores of
interviews with ordinary folk, and wise observations about evolving attitudes, at once encouraging and
disturbing, toward race in America today. For its particularity and universality, it is powerfully moving, a
tour de force.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Walters:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Grace of Silence: A
Memoir book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Ginger Beals:

The e-book untitled The Grace of Silence: A Memoir is the publication that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The
Grace of Silence: A Memoir from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Ida Green:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Grace of
Silence: A Memoir that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you can pick The Grace of Silence: A Memoir become your own starter.

Catherine Almond:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and The Grace of Silence: A Memoir as
well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book
likes The Grace of Silence: A Memoir to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.
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