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Through an empirical, multi-archival study of a transnational foundation—the Harvard-Yenching Institute
(HYI) from the 1920s to the early 1950s—this book presents the story of transplanting Western/American
humanities scholarship into Asia/China and addresses central questions in U.S.-China relations. This book
focuses on the HYI’s programs in teaching, research, and publication of Chinese humanities within China to
the early 1950s and, to a lesser extent, its activities at Harvard that had close ties with its China side.
Through the HYI story, the author examines in depth the cooperation, tensions, adaptation, and integration in
the operation, management, and governance of the HYI’s programs on both sides of the Pacific, and the
complex multi-layered interactions between American educators and their Chinese partners, treating each
side sympathetically but without losing sight of the big picture. As the first comprehensive study on the
subject, the book adopts a concept of “cultural engineering,” which is defined as a conscious design to use
cultural heritage to recreate culture in order to promote a society's development, to look at key issues in a
way which accounts for interactions and initiatives on both sides and shows the difficult path toward
developing common interests without neglecting tensions and conflicts, thus going beyond the various one-
sided historiographies which pit Chinese against Americans or nativist rejection of modernity against cultural
imperialism.

The HYI experience in China from the 1920s to the early 1950s resonates down to the present day in
American relations with the world. The United States faces many similar challenges in the Middle East,
Asia, Africa, and Latin America today as in revolutionary China of the 1920s to 1950s. Therefore, this study
offers a window onto many issues relating to cross-cultural interactions today, especially between the United
States and non-Western nations.
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From reader reviews:

Wendy Brame:

The book The Harvard-Yenching Institute and Cultural Engineering: Remaking the Humanities in China,
1924-1951 can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book The Harvard-Yenching Institute and Cultural
Engineering: Remaking the Humanities in China, 1924-1951? Some of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book The Harvard-Yenching Institute and Cultural Engineering: Remaking the
Humanities in China, 1924-1951 has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Wayne Millican:

The actual book The Harvard-Yenching Institute and Cultural Engineering: Remaking the Humanities in
China, 1924-1951 has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write
this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Jerry Thomas:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book The Harvard-Yenching Institute and Cultural Engineering: Remaking the
Humanities in China, 1924-1951 was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era
like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Jennifer Chambers:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By the book The Harvard-Yenching Institute and Cultural Engineering: Remaking the Humanities in
China, 1924-1951 we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative
person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end
up being doubt to change your life at this time book The Harvard-Yenching Institute and Cultural
Engineering: Remaking the Humanities in China, 1924-1951. You can more inviting than now.
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