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Based on research in the Inquisitorial archives of Northern Italy, The Night Battles recounts the story of a
peasant fertility cult centered on the benandanti, literally, "good walkers." These men and women described
fighting extraordinary ritual battles against witches and wizards in order to protect their harvests. While their
bodies slept, the souls of the benandanti were able to fly into the night sky to engage in epic spiritual combat
for the good of the village. Carlo Ginzburg looks at how the Inquisition's officers interpreted these tales to
support their world view that the peasants were in fact practicing sorcery. The result of this cultural clash,
which lasted for more than a century, was the slow metamorphosis of the benandanti into the Inquisition's
mortal enemies?witches.

Relying upon this exceptionally well-documented case study, Ginzburg argues that a similar transformation
of attitudes?perceiving folk beliefs as diabolical witchcraft?took place all over Europe and spread to the New
World. In his new preface, Ginzburg reflects on the interplay of chance and discovery, as well as on the
relationship between anomalous cases and historical generalizations.
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From reader reviews:

Sally Oneal:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Night Battles:
Witchcraft and Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Kathryn Bowen:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Night Battles: Witchcraft and Agrarian Cults in the
Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book
you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Night
Battles: Witchcraft and Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries.

Tammy Campbell:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This guide The Night Battles: Witchcraft and Agrarian Cults in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth
Centuries was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many
ways to get book that you wanted.

Brandon Erickson:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book The Night Battles: Witchcraft and Agrarian
Cults in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to
like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve The Night Battles: Witchcraft and Agrarian Cults
in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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